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at one with Lawrence. As for the question of Tenant
Right, de Grey entirely agreed with Lawrence in his
championship of the tenants of Bengal and Oiide, and
vigorously applied the same policy during his own
Viceroyalty,1

One other event which occurred during his tenure 'of
the Secretaryship of State made a deep impression on
his mind, as indeed it did on all England. That was
the Orissa Famine of 1866. On that occasion the
Government of India did not display the forethought
and energy which it has never since failed to exhibit
in the face of famine, and the results were terrible. The
lesson was not lost on de Grey when he himself had to
govern in Calcutta, for it was almost in a spirit of
fanaticism that he insisted, in and out of season, on the
necessity for building and hurrying on famine protection
railways, in defiance of the financial purists and, even
of the Home Government.2 Famine policy, he wrote
to Hartington, is " a test question for the English
Government in India."3 How nobly he worked to
satisfy this test and to prevent any repetition of the
horrors of 1866 when the responsibility became his,
will be narrated in a later chapter,4

1  It is interesting to note that in Bengal, Lawrence found himself in
opposition to the Indian planters, who were employing means of doubtful
legality to force their tenants to cultivate indigo for them to manufacture.
Lawrence's comments sound like a prophecy of the Ilbert Bill controversy*
(Bosworth Smith: op. cit, vol. ii, p. 550.)

2  Infra, VoL II, pp. 82-9.

8 Dispatch, November 12, 1881.

4 Vol. II, Cap. XVIII, pp. 81 et seq.